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There are over 7 billion people on this planet. 7 billion! If you count one number
a second without stopping until you reach a billion, you’d be counting for 31
years, 259 days, 1 hours, 46 minutes, and 40 seconds. That’s how much a billion
is.
If each person owned only one pair of pants, one shirt, and one jacket, that
would be 21 billion articles of clothing. If you were to count each of those, one
per second, it would take nearly 672 years. That’s a lot of clothes! And it’s safe
to assume that many of us own more than three items of apparel.

Given that there are so many of us, and clothes are one of the three basic needs,
the statistics surrounding the textile and fashion industry are nothing short of
staggering. Here's a look:

We Spend, We Spend

Flickr/Photocapy/CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en)

1. The world clothing and textile industry (clothing, textiles, footwear and
luxury goods) reached almost $2,560 trillion
(http://www.reportlinker.com/p016087-summary/Global-Textiles-ApparelLuxury-Goods.html) in 2010.

2. The world childrenswear market is expected to reach beyond $186 billion
(http://www.reportlinker.com/p0297261-summary/Childrenswear-GlobalIndustry-Almanac.html) in 2014, marking a 15 percent increase in five years.
3. The world bridalwear market is expected to reach almost $57 billion
(http://www.reportlinker.com/p092499-summary/World-BridalwearMarket.html) by 2015.
4. The world menswear industry should exceed $402 billion
(http://www.reportlinker.com/p0171924-summary/Menswear-GlobalIndustry-Guide.html) in 2014.
5. The world womenswear industry is expected to pass $621 billion
(http://www.reportlinker.com/p0171924-summary/Menswear-GlobalIndustry-Guide.html) in 2014.
6. The world market for textiles made from organically grown cotton was worth
over $5 billion (http://www.reportlinker.com/p0205286-summary/Globalapparel-markets-business-update-quarter.html) in 2010. Yay!
7. In 2010, American households spent, on average, $1,700
(http://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2012/fashion/pdf/fashion_bls_spotlight.pdf)
on apparel, footwear, and related products and services.
8. Manhattanites spend the most on apparel at $362
(http://blogs.creditcards.com/2011/09/shop-till-you-drop-top-50-fashionspending-cities.php) per month.
9. Shoppers in Tuscon, Arizona spend the least on apparel: $131
(http://blogs.creditcards.com/2011/09/shop-till-you-drop-top-50-fashionspending-cities.php) per month.

10. Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge has spent more than £35,000 $54,000
(http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2164325/Duchess-Cambridgespent-35k-wardrobe-year--Prince-Charles-foots-bill.html) on clothes since
the beginning of 2012.
11. Consumers in the United Kingdom have an estimated £30 billion ($46.7
billion (https://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-fashion/unused-clothingworth-46-billion-report-finds.html)) worth of unworn clothes lingering in
their closets.

Busy in China
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12. In 2010, China’s textile industry processed 41.3 million tons of fiber and
accounted for 52-54 percent of the world’s total production.

13. The Chinese textile industry creates about 3 billion
(http://www.nrdc.org/living/stuff/green-fashion.asp) tons of soot each year.
14. Millions of tons (http://www.nrdc.org/living/stuff/green-fashion.asp) of
unused fabric at Chinese mills go to waste each year when dyed the wrong color.
15. A single mill in China can use 200 tons
(http://www.nrdc.org/living/stuff/green-fashion.asp) of water for each ton of
fabric it dyes; many rivers run with the colors of the season as the untreated
toxic dyes wash off from mills.
16. In 2010, the textile industry ranked third for overall in Chinese industry for
wastewater discharge amount at 2.5 billion
(http://www.ipe.org.cn/Upload/Report-Textiles-One-EN.pdf) tons of
wastewater per year.
17. The textile industry discharges about 300,600 tons
(http://www.ipe.org.cn/Upload/Report-Textiles-One-EN.pdf) of COD and
contributes to 8.2 percent of COD pollution in China.
18. As of February 20th, 2012, the China Pollution Map Database
(http://www.ipe.org.cn) had 6,000 records of textile factories violating
environmental regulations, including: discharging wastewater from hidden
pipes; discharging untreated pollutants; improper use of wastewater treatment
facilities; exceeding total pollutant discharge allowed; and using production
facilities that were shut down by the authorities for various reasons.
19. After preliminary investigations into links between well-known apparel
brands and textile manufacturers with environmental violations, a group of five
organizations (http://www.ipe.org.cn/Upload/Report-Textiles-One-EN.pdf)
sent letters to the CEOs of 48 companies. Respondants included Nike, Esquel,

Walmart, H&M Levi’s, Adidas, and Burberry – all who have now started to take
proactive measures and have carried out inquiries and pushed suppliers to take
corrective actions.

Making It Happen
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20. Employment in the U.S. apparel manufacturing industry has declined by
more than 80 percent
(http://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2012/fashion/pdf/fashion_bls_spotlight.pdf)
(from about 900,000 to 150,000 jobs) over the past two decades.
21. Yet, labor productivity in the U.S. manufacturing sector more than doubled
(http://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2012/fashion/pdf/fashion_bls_spotlight.pdf)
from 1987 to 2010. Labor productivity also more than doubled over that period
in U.S. textile mills and nearly doubled in footwear manufacturing.

22. In 2007, among those countries studied by the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Germany had the highest hourly compensation
(http://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2012/fashion/pdf/fashion_bls_spotlight.pdf)
costs within the apparel manufacturing industry.
23. The Philippines, with compensation costs at 88 cents per hour
(http://www.bls.gov/spotlight/2012/fashion/pdf/fashion_bls_spotlight.pdf),
had the lowest among those countries studied.

Last But Not Least
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24. 232,000 (http://www.guardian.co.uk/fashion/fashionblog/2011/sep/16/new-york-fashion-week-numbers) people attend New York

Fashion Week per year (116,000 each fashion week).
25. $20 million (http://www.guardian.co.uk/fashion/fashionblog/2011/sep/16/new-york-fashion-week-numbers) is funneled into the New
York City economy during fashion week.
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Nain Aziz • 3 years ago

where can i get the references of those stats?

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Sumeera • 3 years ago

I think what you mean to say is $3,560 billion and not trillion. The whole industry is
not more than $3 trillion. Please correct.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Jeﬀrey Podolski > Sumeera • 2 years ago

No, this is a correct statistic. The fashion industry is the second largest global

industry to oil.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Sandesh > Jeffrey Podolski • 3 months ago

I think it is 2,560 Billion. Because fashion industry (Apparel, footwear)
is roughly 2% of World GDP and the World's GDP for 2016 was ~76
Trillion. You may also want to refer to statistics at
https://fashionunited.com/g...

see more

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Alessandra > Jeffrey Podolski • 2 years ago

well, i think the original sentence is "“The clothing industry is the
second largest polluter in the world … second only to oil”.... it makes
diﬀerence.

△ ▽ • Reply • Share ›
Smith_90125 • 4 years ago

There are two other factors in the waste of "fashion" that you didn't mention:
"seasons" and "styles".
People in some places wear entirely diﬀerent wardrobes for diﬀerent times of the
year. And combine that with the fact that many people wear a large amount of
clothes for a single year - or season - the waste is even greater.
I'm not talking about single wedding dresses, I'm talking about someone with ten
shirts and five pairs of pants or skirts and wears them for six months, then never
again.

This is even worse when you consider gender tax. Men can get away with wearing
the same style and the same clothes year after year as long as they're not worn out
(e.g. white shirts, khakis), but women are expected to have new clothes all the time
or assumed to be poor or "tacky".

see more

4△

▽ • Reply • Share ›

Guest • 6 years ago

Now add up the impact if everyone started making more conscious and educated
decisions...
7△

▽ • Reply • Share ›

Janet Rodriguez • 6 years ago

Wow! Unbelievable - regardless of how much "fashion" we consume, I think anyone
would be self-conscious after reading these statistics. Thank you for sharing!
3△

▽ • Reply • Share ›

Guest • 6 years ago

This is shocking!! Am waiting with baited dog breathe to see the next meth model
touting some green undies here at TH.
4△

▽ • Reply • Share ›

Nancy@Permanent makeup • 6 years ago

Oh my God! I am shocked to learn the amount of dollars that are being spent on the
Duchess of Cambridge's closet!!!
3△

▽ • Reply • Share ›
Vibram Guy > Nancy@Permanent makeup • 5 years ago

yeah she's a twat
2△

▽ • Reply • Share ›
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